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Dear Friends, 
 

Since Alasdair Nurden launched the first Take Note at the turn of the millennium, 
ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀǘ {ǘ 
WƻƘƴΩǎΦ  .ǳǘ ƭƛŦŜ  - and technology - moves on apace, and what suited us ten years 
ŀƎƻ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎƻ on target in 2011.  So this will be the last edition in its present 
form.  Some church members with gifting in the areas of communication and I.T. 
are putting heads together with a view to coming up with a good replacement, 
and  Phil will be glad to hear from anyone with ideas to throw into the pot. 
 
.ǳǘ LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ Ƙƻǿ 
ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ L ŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ /ŀǊǊƛŜ {ŀƴŘƻƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Worker and Pastoral Care Co-Ordinator from 1

st
 May 2011.  As is well known, the 

PCC has given much prayerful thought in the first half of 1201 to the possibility of 
such an appointment, and we held interviews in December, following autumn 
advertisements in local and national church papers.  There was no doubt in the 
minds of those who met her that we had in Carrie an exceptional candidate for 
the post, and they had no hesitation at all in recommending her appointment, 
which the PCC has been happy to endorse.   
 
Dick and I have both known Carrie for many years (she was on the staff of a fairly 
rough youth club in Cambridge, when I was a curate at a city-centre church), and 
are greatly heartened by the prospect of her joining the staff team.  She brings 
with her a wealth of experience and a kind and gracious personality, and I have no 
doubt that our church family will very quickly come to appreciate all that she is 
and does. 
 
Meanwhile, please note that on 15

th
 of this month the PCC and others at the 

ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊŦǳƭ heads together for the day, 
identifying what our priorities should be, under God, in coming days; and in 
particular what staff appointments we should therefore be looking to make in the 
course of 2011, in the absence of Henry, Matt and Vanessa.  Your continued 
suggestions, input and comments will be hugely helpful, so please make them to 
Dick (who will be in charge on the day), myself, or the wardens, either in person, 
or via  the special e-mail, staffing@stjohnstw.org.  And most of all, please join 
ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎΣ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ  ά¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
[ƻǊŘ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƛǘ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ƛƴ Ǿŀƛƴέ όtǎŀƭƳ мнтΦмύΦ 
 
Warmly yours in Christ 

 
 

mailto:staffing@stjohnstw.org
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Church Family News 
 

Hard as it is to believe, by the time you read this Christmas Day 

2010 will have been and gone. I trust that you will all go into 2011 

ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ƘŜǊŀƭŘŜŘΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǇƘŜŀǾŀƭ 

caused by the snow and the busyness of the holiday preparations.  This 

was also the wish of Davina Irwin-Clark at the www Christmas Craft Fair, 

who encouraged those present not to view Jesus as just another thing to 

άŦƛǘ ƛƴέ ōǳǘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ IƛƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

And the past few weeks have certainly been a time for celebrating.  

On Saturday 27 November members of all our uniformed groups (Scouts, 

Beavers, Rainbows, Brownies, Cubs and Guides) held a Gang Show in the 

Church to commemorate one hundred years of Guiding.  We joined Kate 

and Jonathan Clark in celebrating the birth of their daughter Matilda Isabel 

and congratulated Trevor and Irene Clarkson on the engagement of their 

daughter Sarah to Stuart.   

It was also wonderful to see the church packed on Saturday 4 

December for the wedding of Hayley Manktelow and Chris Watts.  We give 

thanks that most of the guests were able to attend safely despite the 

weather.  The church was beautifully decorated in pink, cream and brown 

and the cupcake theme was carried over into the celebration tea in the 

Church Centre afterwards.  The register was signed to a Beatles medley, 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ DƛƭŜǎ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ¢ƘŜ 

tŀǊŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴ όōƻǘƘ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŦƛǊǎǘǎΣ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜύΦ  IŀȅƭŜȅΩǎ 

Crossteach colleagues also took part.  It was lovely to see so many friends, 

old and new, participating both in the service and behind the scenes and 

Chris and Hayley would like to thank everyone who worked so hard to 

ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŀǊǊΩǎ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ 

Yorkshire immediately after the ceremony and are going to Morocco for 

their honeymoon over Christmas. 

The following day the church was full once more for our annual 

¢ƻȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ !ǇǇŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ CŜƎŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ 
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the church family enjoyed lunch together before venturing onto the icy 

streets to deliver parish invitations to our Christmas services.  The first of 

these took place on 19 December when we held our Carols by Candlelight, 

a mix of traditional carols and contemporary music all reflecting the true 

message of Christmas.  Again the behind-the-scenes team had done a 

brilliant job decorating the church and providing refreshments, not only 

on the night but also for the different rehearsals.  This will be the last carol 

service the Baileys are with us, since they are moving to Bromley in 

February, and choir member Peter Rosling presented Vanessa with a 

bouquet to thank her for all her hard work as music director over the past 

three years.  Special mention should also be made of pianist Kathryn 

Upton who took part despite being due to move to Wiltshire the next day.  

We wish her, Owen and sons Laurie and Oliver all the very best in their 

new home. 

Throughout December the church has played host to carol 

services for various local schools, including TWGGS, Bennett Memorial, 

Skinners and Rose Hill and we trust the true message of Christmas has 

been heard by the attendees.  This year St WƻƘƴΩǎ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƘŜƭŘ ƛǘǎ 

ŎŀǊƻƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻƻΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

come to ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŎŀǊƻƭǎ ƻƴ с 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŀǎ 

planned.   

Fortunately the weather did not prevent most end-of-term events 

ŦǊƻƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ¢DLΩǎ ƛŎŜ ǎƪŀǘƛƴƎ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ƻƴ млth 

December and First Friends Christmas Party on the 14th.  The latter was 

also a farewell to June Flashman, who has been helping look after the 

youngsters at Toddler Time and First Friends every Tuesday for the past 

ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƛƭƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

continue but thank you very much June for so many years of faithful 

service.  As we remember the work of First Friends in introducing the very 

young to God, please also pray for Isabel and Byron Richardson who were 

brought for baptism by their parents Marcos and Zara on 12 December.   
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The day before Giles, Nora Akroyd, Gerald Chew and Paul Sharland 

travelled to Rochester for the installation of the Rt Rev James Langstaff as 

its 107th Bishop.  Please give thanks for his appointment and commit him 

to God for the wisdom he will need in fulfilling this important role.   

Also on 11 December we sold Christmas trees from St John's 

church green to the church family and surrounding community.  This was 

ǘƘŜ сǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

enjoyment and happiness.  Trees of all shapes and sizes were rapidly sold, 

whilst serving mince pies and coffee or mulled wine encouraged people to 

linger around and catch up with friends and neighbours.  Children played 

football on the green, older folk had their trees carried home for them by 

willing helpers and amazingly it was dry and relatively warm (for once!!). 

In total we sold 205 trees and made over £480 for the church 

Christmas charities. The organisers are very grateful to everyone who 

supported them by purchasing a tree and would like to say a big thank you 

to all who contributed their time and energy towards making this event 

such a success.  Thanks too to everyone who enabled the recent Traidcraft 

Stall to raise around £800.   

As we give thanks for all the blessings we enjoy at this time of 

year, we also recognise that Christmas can be a difficult time for some and 

that bad weather only serves to increase that sense of isolation.  So, as we 

spend time with family and friends please remember the lonely and 

bereaved, especially Marie Jeremy following the sudden loss of Eric and 

Anne Constable and family following the loss of her father after a 

prolonged illness.  Please also give thanks for the appointment of Carrie 

{ŀƴŘƻƳ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊƪŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǿƛll help us 

to continue to love and care for one another better in the New Year. 

 

Catriona Robb 
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PASTORAL CARE TEAM 

Training Day Ɗ March 2011  

Watch this space for details! 
 

CHURCH PRAYER MEETING 

Wednesday 5th January at 8pm 

In the Church Centre  
 

VNLDMƍR AQD@JE@RS 

Saturday 19th February at 8:15am  

Speaker: Rachel Baughen 
ƏLeukaemia - does faith in Christ make any 

cheedqdmbd>Ɛ. 
 

PRAYER BREAKFAST 

Saturday 22nd January 2011  

In the Church Centre  
 

Future Staffing at St Johnõs é.  please continue to pray 

about our staffing needs ð particularly for the PCC & Ministry 

Group, meeting on Saturday 15th January to consider this 

further. 
If you, or your home group, have any comments on future staffing at 

St Johnõs, the clergy would be pleased to receive them, via email if 

possible ð staffing@stjohnstw.org. Thank you. 
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SATURDAY JANUARY 22ND 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whether youôre a DIY fanatic, or cringe at the thought of it, there is  
always something for you to do ï whether skilled or unskilled, inside 
or out.  Come anytime from 9.30am, & stay as long as you are able. 
 

 
The main aim of this day will be 
to do much needed 
maintenance work inside both 
the Church and Centre ï 
cleaning, painting, mending, 
fixing, or changing light bulbs. 
There will be some outside work 
too, depending on the weather.   
 

 
Come and join with others, have fun, use the skills God has given 
you, save the church money and enjoy lunch together.  
 
This is a great opportunity to meet new people, but adults only 
please! If you have some tools you could bring that would be great, 
as the church has some but not loadsé.and if you have a large car 
and know the way to the tip, that would be useful too! Speak with 
Andy Macdonald-Brown for more info (891273).  
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Counterfeit Gods ς Tim Keller 
 
The issue of idolatry has been with the human race for thousands of 
years; the subtle temptation is always to take what is good and turn 
it into the ultimate good, elevating it above all other things in the 
search for security and meaning. 
 
In this timely and challenging book, New York pastor Timothy Keller 
looks at the issue of idolatry throughout the Bible ς from the 
worship of actual idols in the Old Testament, to the idolatry of 
money by the rich young ruler when he was challenged by Jesus to 
give up all his wealth. Using classic stories from the Bible, Keller cuts 
through our dependence on the glittering false idols of money, sex 
and power to uncover the path towards trust in the real, ultimate 
God. 
 
¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƛŘƻƭǎ Ƴŀȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΣ 
but Keller argues that they are no less damaging. Culturally 
transforming as well as biblically based, Counterfeit Gods is a 
powerful look at the temptation to worship what can only 
ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
financial and social difficulty. 
 

Taken from the Good Book Company web site 
Available from the book stall 
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CAN 
  YOU 
     HELP?                         
 

 
Paul says in his first letter to the Corinthians; ñThe body is a 
unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its 
parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.ò  
 

St Johnôs Church is no different ï it is made up of many 
people, and unless all the parts fulfil their role, the whole body 
suffers. 
 

Where could you fit in? Below is a list of some of the areas 
where help is needed. Please tick the relevant box if you are 
interested in that particular ministry, complete your name and 
phone number, and return the form to reception. Someone will 
then be in touch with you 
 
Coffee rota Ã Flower rota Ã 
 

www crèche Ã Welcome Team Ã 
 

Catering Ã PA/Projection rota Ã 
 

Driving Ã Work Party Ã 
 

 
Other éééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
 
Name ééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
 
Telephone number éééééééééééééééééé 

 
 

 

YOU CAN HELP!  



12 

 


