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Dear Friends,

SinceAlasdair Nurden launched the first Take Note at the turn of the millennium,

Al KFra R2yS 3I22R ¢2N)] +td 1SSLAYy3a SOSN
W2 Ky Q& o- and.teghinolofjyinib\@s on apace, and what suited us ten years
32 A ay ootargetdz 2081, Sc2this will be the last edition in its present
form. Some church members with gifting in the areas of communication and I.T.
are putting heads together with a view to coming up with a good replacement,

and Phil will be glad to he&tom anyone with ideas to throw into the pot.

.dzi LQY 3JfIR GKAAa SRAGAZ2Y A& &adAatt 3I2A
RStAIKGSR L Y GKFG [/ FNNRAS {lYyR2Y KI &
Worker and Pastoral Care @odinator from £ May 2011. As is well known, the

PCC has given much prayerful thought in the first half of 1201 to the possibility of
such an appointment, and we held interviews in December, following autumn
advertisements in local and national church papers. There wadoubt in the

minds of those who met her that we had in Carrie an exceptional candidate for
the post, and they had no hesitation at all in recommending her appointment,
which the PCC has been happy to endorse.

Dick and | have both known Carrie for mamars (she was on the staff of a fairly
rough youth club in Cambridge, when | was a curate at aceityre church), and

are greatly heartened by the prospect of her joining the staff team. She brings
with her a wealth of experience and a kind and grasipersonality, and | have no
doubt that our church family will very quickly come to appreciate all that she is
and does.

Meanwhile, please note that on f5of this month the PCC and others at the
KSFENI 2F 2dz2NJ OKdzNDK Q& Yhaagdskagethedfor thehdayf 0 S
identifying what our priorities should be, under God, in coming days; and in
particular what staff appointments we should therefore be looking to make in the
course of 2011, in the absence of Henry, Matt and Vanessa. Younuwedhti
suggestions, input and comments will be hugely helpful, so please make them to
Dick (who will be in charge on the day), myself, or the wardens, either in person,

or via the special -eail, staffing@stjohnst.org. And most of all, please join
GAGK dzd& Ay LIN} @8SNJ 20SNJ) 1KS&S SEOAGAY3TS
[ 2NR 0dzAf RA (GKS K2dzaSz (K2aS 6K2 o0dzZAif R

Warmly yours in Christ

B~


mailto:staffing@stjohnstw.org

Church Family News

Hard as it is to believe, by the time you read this Christmas Day
2010 will have been and gone. | trust that you will all go into 2011
1y26Ay3 (KS 22@& |yR LISIFEOS /KNRailQa
caused by the snow and the busyness of the hgligeeparations. This
was also the wish of Davina Ina@lark at the www Christmas Craft Fair,
who encouraged those present not to view Jesus as just another thing to
GFAG AYyéE o0dzi AyadSrR G2 Lizi 1 AY

And the past few weeklisave certainly been a time for celebrating.
On Saturday 27 November members of all our uniformed groups (Scouts,
Beavers, Rainbows, Brownies, Cubs and Guides) held a Gang Show in the
Church to commemorate one hundred years of Guiding. We joined Kate
andJonathan Clark in celebrating the birth of their daughter Matilda Isabel
and congratulated Trevor and Irene Clarkson on the engagement of their
daughter Sarah to Stuart.

It was also wonderful to see the church packed on Saturday 4
December for the weddg of Hayley Manktelow and Chris Watts. We give
thanks that most of the guests were able to attend safely despite the
weather. The church was beautifully decorated in pink, cream and brown
and the cupcake theme was carried over into the celebration tethe
Church Centre afterwards. The register was signed to a Beatles medley,
LISNF2NYSR o0& YdzaAaAOAlLY FNASYRa 27
tFNFo6fS 2F GKS D22R {FYFNRGFY 60621
Crossteach colleagues also took pdttwas lovely to see so many friends,
old and new, participating both in the service and behind the scenes and
Chris and Hayley would like to thank everyone who worked so hard to
YIS GKS 200FaAirzy &aLISOAlIf @ tKSe
Yorkshire immediately after the ceremony and are going to Morocco for
their honeymoon over Christmas.

The following day the church was full once more for our annual
¢t2e8 {SNBAOS Ay AR 2F G(GKS al @&2NRa
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the church family enjosd lunch together before venturing onto the icy
streets to deliver parish invitations to our Christmas services. The first of
these took place on 19 December when we held our Carols by Candlelight,
a mix of traditional carols and contemporary music afle@ing the true
message of Christmas. Again the beHinegscenes team had done a
brilliant job decorating the church and providing refreshments, not only
on the night but also for the different rehearsals. This will be the last carol
service the Bailgs are with us, since they are moving to Bromley in
February, and choir member Peter Rosling presented Vanessa with a
bouquet to thank her for all her hard work as music director over the past
three years. Special mention should also be made of pianistna
Upton who took part despite being due to move to Wiltshire the next day.
We wish her, Owen and sons Laurie and Oliver all the very best in their
new home.

Throughout December the church has played host to carol
services for various local schools¢liming TWGGS, Bennett Memoyial
Skinnersand Rose Hill and we trust the true message of Christmas has
been heard by the attendees. ThisyealN& Ky Qa t NA Y I NEB {
OF NBf aSNBAOS&A Ay (KS OKd2NDK (223
come o KS 22YSyQa CStf2gaKAL) F FiSNy?2
planned.

Fortunately the weather did not prevent most ewditerm events
FNRY 3J2Ay3 FKSIR AyOfdzZRAy3a ¢DLQa
December and First Friends Christmas Party on the Ihe latter was
also a farewell to June Flashman, who has been helping look after the
youngsters at Toddler Time and First Friends every Tuesday for the past
GoSyie &SI NaBO® 'YV F2NIdzyF §Ste Aff
continue but thank you verynuch June for so many years of faithful
service. As we remember the work of First Friends in introducing the very
young to God, please also pray for Isabel and Byron Richardson who were
brought for baptism by their parents Marcos and Zara on 12 December.



The day before Giles, Nora Akroyd, Gerald Chew and Paul Sharland
travelled to Rochester for the installation of the Rt Rev James Langstaff as
its 107" Bishop. Please give thanks for his appointment and commit him
to God for the wisdom he will need falfilling this important role.

Also on 11 December we sold Christmas trees frordoBn's
church green to the church family and surrounding community. This was
GKS ciK @SIFN 6SQ@®S KStR GKS Sg@gSyi
enjoyment and happinessTrees of all shapes and sizes were rapidly sold,
whilst serving mince pies and coffee or mulled wine encouraged people to
linger around and catch up with friends and neighbours. Children played
football on the green, older folk had their trees carriedntn® for them by
willing helpers and amazingly it was dry and relatively warm (for once!!).

In total we sold 205 trees and made over £480 for the church
Christmas charities. The organisers are very grateful to everyone who
supported them by purchasing a treed would like to say a big thank you
to all who contributed their time and energy towards making this event
such a success. Thanks too to everyone who enabled the recent Traidcraft
Stall to raise around £800.

As we give thanks for all the blessings &mgoy at this time of
year, we also recognise that Christmas can be a difficult time for some and
that bad weather only serves to increase that sense of isolationasSee
spend time with family and friends please remember the lonely and
bereaved, espaally Marie Jeremy following the sudden loss of &rid
Anne Constable and family following the loss of her father after a
prolonged illness Please also give thanks for the appointment of Carrie
{IYyR2Y Fa 2dz2NJ ySg tlFad2NI{t llhdpNS |y
to continue to love and care for one another better in the New Year.

Catriona Robb



CHURCH PRAYER MEETING
Wednesday 5" January at 8pm
In the Church Centre

PRAYER BREAKFAST
Saturday 22" January 2011
In the Church Centre

VNLDMQR AQD@J Ed
Saturday 19" February at 8:15am

Speaker: Rachel Baughen
d_eukaemia- does faith in Christ make any
cheedgdmbd>E¢€

PASTORAL CARE TEAM
Training Day D March 2011
Watch this space for details!

Future St aff i é&.pleasetontidto pl:h)l
about our staffing need$ particularly for the PCC &Ministry
Group, meeting on Saturday "5January to consider thi
further.

If you, or your home group, have any comments on future staffin
St Johnos, the clergy would R
possibled staffing@stjohnstw.orgrhankyou.
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SATURDAY JANUARY 22ND

Jotunn
Church 0
Workday

Whet her youdre a DIY fanatic, or c
always something for you to do i whether skilled or unskilled, inside
or out. Come anytime from 9.30am, & stay as long as you are able.

The main aim of this day will be
to do much needed
maintenance work inside both
the Church and Centre i
cleaning, painting, mending,
fixing, or changing light bulbs.
There will be some outside work
too, depending on the weather.

Come and join with others, have fun, use the skills God has given
you, save the church money and enjoy lunch together.

This is a great opportunity to meet new people, but adults only

please! If you have some tools you could bring that would be great,

as the churchhassomebutnot | oadsé. and i f you
and know the way to the tip, that would be useful too! Speak with

Andy Macdonald-Brown for more info (891273).



Counterfeit Gods; Tim Keller

The issue of idolatry has been with the human race for thousands of
years; the subtle temptation is always to take what is good and turn
it into the ultimate good, elevating it above all other things in the
search for security and meaning.

In this timely and challenging book, New York pastor Timothy Keller
looks at the issueof idolatry throughout the Bibleg from the
worship of actual idols in the Old Testament, to the idolatry of
money by the rich young ruler when he was challenged by Jesus to
give up all his wealth. Using classic stories from the Bible, Keller cuts
through our dependence on the glittering false idols of money, sex
and power to uncover the path towards trust in the real, ultimate
God.

¢t2RFeQa AR2fa Yleé 221 RAFTFSNByY
but Keller argues that they are no less damaging. Culwrall
transforming as well as biblically base@punterfeit Godsis a
powerful look at the temptation to worship what can only
RAAFLIRAYGEZ +FYR Aa | @GAlGFE YSa&,
financial and social difficulty.

Taken from the Good Book Comparsbvsite
Available from the book stall
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CAN
YOU
HELP?

Paul says in his first letter to the Corinthians; i The body i s
unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its
parts are many, they formonebody.So it i s with Chr

St Johnés Church itissmade ap ofl mdny er en't
people, and unless all the parts fulfil their role, the whole body
suffers.

Where could you fit in? Below is a list of some of the areas
where help is needed. Please tick the relevant box if you are
interested in that particular ministry, complete your name and
phone number, and return the form to reception. Someone will
then be in touch with you

Coffee rota A Flower rota A
www créche A Welcome Team A
Catering A PA/Projection rota A
Driving A Work Party A

////////////////////////

///////////////////////

Na me eeeeeeeeeeeeceeceeeeeeeeec.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Tel ephone number eéééceéééceééeecéeé

YOU CAN HELP!
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